Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 02895 240838Z 
12 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 PM-07 NSC-10 SS-15 RSC-01 CIAE-00 
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RSR-01 /108W 

037140 

R 2407 15Z JUL 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9121 

SECRET SINGAPORE 2895 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SN 

SUB J : GOS INTEREST IN PURCHASE OF TANKS 

REF: A) STATE 101 172 B) AMBASSADOR LETTER TO HEAVNER DATED 
MAY 10 

FOR EA HUMMEL FROM CRONK 

1. IN RESPONSE TO REFTEL, SUBSTANCE OF WHICH CONVEYED TO 
MINDEF, WE ARE NOW IN RECEIPT OF OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION RE AVAILABILITY SURPLUS M48 TANKS. TEXT OF 
LETTER FOLLOWS: QUOTE IN CONSIDERING PLANS AND ACTIONS 
REQUIRED TO UPGRADE ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL SKILLS AND 
STANDARDS FOR SINGAPORE, AND THE ROLE OF YOUTHS NOW PER- 
FORMING NATIONAL SERVICE DUTIES IN OUR ARMED FORCES, THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A RE-BUILD FACILITY FOR TRUCKS WHICH 
FACILITY ALSO SERVES AS A REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY 
FOR V200 ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, THE AMX 13 
TANKS AND FOR COMBAT ENGINEERING AND BRIDGING TANKS 
(M60). WITH A SUBSTANTIAL BEEFING UP OF EQUIPMENT AND 
TOOLS, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO UPGRADE THE FACILITY TO ONE 
THAT COULD HANDLE RE-BUILD OF TANKS AND THE APPROPRIATE 
TANK THAT COMES TO OUR MIND IS THE M48. COULD YOU 
PLEASETAKE URGENT ACTION TO ASCERTAIN: (A) WHETHER 
M48 TANKS ARE AVAILABLE 
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IS THE UNIT COST. (C) WHAT COVERSION KITS ARE NEEDED 
FOR CONVERTING THE M48 TO M48A3 AND COSTS? (D) WHAT IS THE 
APPROXIMATE COST OF ESTABLISHING A MINIMUM RE BUILD 
CAPABILITY (DISREGARDING BUILDINGS AND SPACE/REQUIRED)? 

(E) WHAT IS THE AVAILABILITY OF SPARES AND TOOLS? IF 
THE M48 TANKS ARE AVAILABLE, MAY WE HAVE A LETTER OF 
OFFER WHICH SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE ITEMS SUCH AS KITS, 

ACCESSORIES, TOOLS AND SPARES IF POSSIBLE. UNQUOTE. 

2. EMBASSY INFORMED THAT FRENCH OFFERING LOW 
INTEREST, LONG TERM CREDITS FOR NEW FRENCH MEDIUM TANK 
TO REPLACE AMX 13. GERMANS HAVE ALSO OFFERED LEOPARD AND 
BRITISH ALSO INTERESTED IN TANK SALE, ALTHOUGH NO 
INFORMATION ON MODEL. 

3. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

CRONK 


SECRET 
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